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HOUSE BILL 934
By Towns

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 68,
Chapter 202, relative to radiation source disposal.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 68-202-206, is amended by adding
the following language as a new, appropriately designated subsection:
(c)

(1) The department shall give public notice of an application for a license
to store or dispose of by-product, source and special nuclear, and other
radioactive sources within thirty (30) days of its receipt. The commissioner shall
hold a community meting concerning such a license application within forty-five
(45) days of the publication of the public notice. The county legislative body of
the county in which the facility is proposed, the governing body of the
municipality, if any, in which the facility is proposed and the governing body of
any municipality within one (1) mile of the proposed facility shall be represented
at the community meeting. Failure to participate shall be deemed a waiver and
shall not invalidate the meeting. The department shall prescribe in rules the
procedures for such notices and meetings. The local governing bodies
participating in the community meeting shall have the opportunity to prepare
reports representing their interpretation of the concerns of the community, and
shall submit such reports to the department within ninety (90) days after the
community meeting. The report may include any summaries of issues that the

local governing bodies feel appropriate.
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(2) If a local governing body chooses to make such report, it shall include
a decision to accept, reject, or modify the application. Such decision shall be
based upon the application of the following criteria which shall consider the
differences between storage, treatment and disposal facilities:

(A) The facility is located so as to minimize incompatibility with
the character of the surrounding area and to minimize the effect on the
value of the surrounding area;

(B) The plan of operations for the facility is designed to minimize
the danger to the surrounding area from fire, spills, or other operational
accidents;

(C) The traffic patterns and the capacity of roads and bridges to
or from the facility are so designed as to minimize the impact on existing
traffic flows;

(D) An emergency response plan has been formulated by or for
the facility which includes notification, containment and evacuation
procedures to be used in case of an accidental release;

(E) If the facility is to be located in a county where the county or
municipality has adopted a hazardous or solid waste management plan or
zoning plan, the facility is consistent with that plan;

(F) Distances from occupied dwellings, including, but not limited
to, private residences, schools, churches, commercial buildings, and
other buildings not associated with the facility, and scenic, cultural and
recreational areas so as to minimize the adverse economic impacts on

the local community and the surrounding communities;
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(G) The facility is so designed, located and proposed to be
operated that the public health, safety and welfare will be protected;

(H) The previous operating experience and past record of
convictions relevant to the operation of a proposed facility, or admissions
of violations, other than minimal nonwillful permit violations, of the
applicant and any subsidiary or parent corporation operating in the field of
solid or hazardous waste management.

(3) Failure by any of the local governing bodies to submit such report
within the ninety-day period shall be deemed a waiver of the right of such local
governing body to submit such report. The department shall consider these
reports in granting the permit.

(4) The commissioner shall issue or deny the permit within ninety (90)
days of the close of the public comment period on the draft permit. The applicant
shall reimburse the department for the expense of all public notification. Failure
to make such payment shall be grounds for denial of the permit.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005, the public welfare requiring it.
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